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Stealth moves in Topeka 
leave Kansans in dark 
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Kansas’ legislative process is among the least transparent in the country, experts say. Some leading lawmakers say things may have gotten 


out of hand. 


Public kept at bay by lawmakers 
who disguise controversial bills 
and hide their roles in legislation 


BY JUDY L. THOMAS 
AND BRYAN LOWRY 


The Kansas City Star 


were blindsided by the action. 
“Those bastards!” then-Rep. Joan 


Coming up 


Wednesday 


Want to see what a police body 


camera captured? In a state 
where officers avoid scrutiny, 


It happened so fast that few inside 
Room 519-S of the Kansas Statehouse 
even realized what was going on. 

As members of the House Transporta- 
tion Committee gathered to consider 
legislation, then-Rep. Artie Lucas made 
his move. The Highland Republican 
stripped the language in a bill about vehi- 
cle registration fees and replaced it — not 
with another transportation measure, but 
with an anti-abortion proposal. 

Within seconds, committee members 
passed the measure on an unrecorded 
voice vote, sending it to the House floor 


Wagnon said after learning what had good luck. 
happened. 

That brazen move, known as a “gut- 
and-go,” took place 27 years ago. Be- Thursday 


lieved to be the first time the maneuver 
had been used, it changed the way law- 
makers conduct business, paving the way 
for Kansas to become one of the most 
opaque state legislatures in the country. 

Since then, the once-rare scheme has 
become standard practice in the Sunflow- 
er State — a way to resurrect bills left for 
dead and to circumvent public attention 
on often controversial measures. Kansas 
is among a handful of states that allow 
the procedure. 

But it’s not the only legislative tactic 


Some of the state’s most 
vulnerable patients have 
suffered since Kansas 
privatized its Medicaid system. 


Want to know who benefits from Kansas tax 
credits? It’s difficult to find out. 9A 


without a hearing and prompting an 
outcry from incensed colleagues who 


SEE SECRECY, 8A 


Trump revs up tax talk, 
backs cut for wealthy 


BY KEVIN FREKING 
AND MARCY GORDON 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON 

President Donald Trump on 
Monday barged into congres- 
sional Republicans’ carefully 
calibrated work on revamping 
the nation’s tax code, calling 
for a steeper tax cut for wealthy 
Americans and pressing to add 
a contentious health care 
change to the mix. 

An analysis showed, mean- 


of the legislation would actually 
increase taxes for some 13.8 
million U.S. households earning 
less than $200,000 a year. 

In a tweet, Trump commend- 
ed GOP leaders for getting the 
tax overhaul legislation closer 
to passage in recent weeks and 
said, “Cut top rate to 35% w/all 
of the rest going to middle 
income cuts?” 

That puts him at odds with 
the House legislation that 
leaves the top rate at 39.6 per- 
cent and the Senate bill as writ- 


percent. 

Trump also said, “Now how 
about ending the unfair & high- 
ly unpopular individual man- 
date in (Obama)care and re- 
ducing taxes even further?” 

The legislation would steeply 
cut corporate taxes, double the 
standard deduction used by 
most Americans, and limit or 
repeal completely the federal 
deduction for state and local 
property, income and sales 
taxes. It carries high political 
stakes for President Donald 
Trump and Republican leaders 
in Congress, who view passage 
of tax cuts as critical to the 
GOP’s success at the polls next 
year. 


J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE AP 


Sen. Bill Cassidy, R-La., a 
member of the Senate Finance 
Committee, spoke to reporters 


Blood 
pressure 
guideline 
becomes 
stricter 


BY LENNY BERNSTEIN 
AND ARIANA EUNJUNG CHA 


Washington Post 


The nation’s heart experts 
tightened the guidelines for high 
blood pressure Monday, a 
change that will sharply increase 
the number of U.S. adults con- 
sidered hypertensive in the hope 
that they, and their doctors, will 
address the deadly condition 
sooner. 

Acting for the first time in 14 
years, the American Heart Asso- 
ciation and the American Col- 
lege of Cardiology redefined 
high blood pressure as a reading 
of 130 over 80, down from 140 
over 90. The change means that 
46 percent of U.S. adults, many 
of them under the age of 45, 
now will be considered hyper- 
tensive. Under the previous 
guideline, 32 percent of U.S. 
adults had high blood pressure. 

“We’re recognizing that blood 
pressures that we in the past 
thought were normal or so- 
called ‘pre-hypertensive’ actual- 
ly placed the patient at signif- 
icant risk for heart disease and 
death and disability,” said Rob- 
ert M. Carey, co-chairman of 
the group that produced the new 
report. “The risk hasn’t 
changed. What’s changed is our 
recognition of the risk.” 

But the report’s authors pre- 
dicted that relatively few of 
those who fall into the new 
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BUSINESS 


WALL STREET TAKES 
NOTE OF KCI WIN 


Moody’s Investors Service 
said in a research note that 
last week’s vote in favor of 
a single terminal at KCI 
bodes well for the area. 6A 


LOCAL 


EDUCATORS PUSH 
AGAINST GREITENS 


Area education leaders say 
they are concerned the 
governor is trying to oust 
education commissioner 
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